1 


/?70.  z? 


when  spqken  to,  but  th|4  ghost  didn't. 
On  the  pan tFQry  Rashloigh's  ghost  was 
in  EV  hurry  to  escape.  Rika  Sterne’s 
s.mitng  lie  wanted  to,  get  out.  With 
eyes  that  saw  not  hi,3  quondam  friend 
from  Cleveland  he  made  hastily  for  the 
door.  But?  the  friend  from  Cleveland 
was  not  willing  to  lose  this  first,  rate 
chance  of  the  latest  news  fro.m  the  other 
world,.  He  followed  Raskleigh'a  ghost. 
He  seized  the  vanished  ghost  by  the  I 
ghostly  button  of  a  ghost fy  overcoat  and 
held  him,  not  only  like  the  Ancient 
Mariner  with  his  glittering  eye,  but  by  a 
cloth  coverqcf  l>ultp,q.  lie  followed  him 
to  the  streqt'gnd  demanded  the  meaning 
of  this  unkind  cut.  Rashleigh’s  ghost 
turned  slowly,  remarked  that  lie  wasn’t 
Rashleigh  bgt  another  man,  and  essayed 
to  flee,  but  in  vain. 

Then,  the  wrath  of  Rashleigh ’a  friend 
brqke  forth  in  bitter  words,  Ife  recalled 
the  days  and  nights  they  hgd  spent  to¬ 
gether,  the  hash  qf  which  they  had 
mutually  partaken,  the  ’jolly  times"  they 
had  enjoyed,  in  concert,  and  a  host  of 
things,  v’l.ich  went  to  prove  the  close 
intimacy,  and  that  of  very  recent  existence, 
between  them,  Nay  more,  he  painted 
to  the  familiar  clothes,  the  well  remem¬ 
bered  bat,  those  foot  leathers  that  still 
squeaked  reproachful  recollections  of  the 
shoemaker,  the  scar  upon  his  intellectual 
countenance,  and  then  asked  how  hnro  an 
baseness  and  .folly  could  descend  so  low 
as  to  deny  hirpsolf  to  an  old  frie  ad  in 
spile  of  these  damning  proofs  of  ’uis  iden¬ 
tity.  The  gl)03t  answered  not,  but 
struggled  to  be  free.  The  wrath  of  the 
repudiated  friend  grew  m^re  furious.  He 

pou red  out  terms  of  );■**  ,-r  r-i| - -1-- — He- 

clenched  his  fists  and'  /ould  have  darkened 
the  ghostly  optics  .with  a  heavy  mortal 
fist  but  (or  the  p  .oximity  of  a  policeman. 
As  it  was  he  yursed  the  ghost  as  a  lying 
scoundrel  ar.j  ]et  him  go. 

But  his  olood  was  up,  and  he  spent  his 
few  remaining  hours  in  Cincinnati  in 
huntir.g  Up  the  surroundings  of  Rashleigh’s 
pbor  t  in  its  Cincinnati  existence,  He 
fb'jtid  something. 

Rashleigh  says  in  his  letter  lie  was 
driven  to  desperation  and  deaih  by  the 
pressing  of  an  “unjust  claim”  of  a  hundred 
or  two  dollars.  He  appeared  to  be  rub- 
Ling  along  pretty  well  ill  Cincinnati,  and 
his  last  appearance  was  in  the  direction 
of  a  shoe  store. 

Rashleigh  jumped  iuto  the  Mississippi 
and  drowned  himself  because  of  the 
unfaithfulness  of  his  wife,  who  protests 
she  is  cruelly  slandered  in  that  “dying 
letter.”  Rashleigh's  bouy,  having  been 
burieij  nt  Acre’s  Randing,  resurrected 
itself,  and  a  week  after  the  funeral  was 
living  with  a  woman  of  the  town  on  Elm 
street  in  Cincinnati. 


Why  did  Rashleigh  oommit  suicide? 
How  came  lie, to  life  again  and  reappoar- 
ancain  Cincinnati,  probably  under  another 
name?  There  are  two  circumstances 
bearing  on  these  questions  and  throwing 
some  light  on  the  probable  answer,  lie 
was  actually,  we  understand,  married 
to  a  young  -woman  in  Carboudale,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  whom  he  shook  off  by  sending 
her  home  from  Cleveland  by  a  false  story, 
and  from  whom  he  perhaps  wished  to 
free  himself  altogether.  His  life  was 
insured  far  seventeen  thousand  dollars. 
The  latter  fact  probably  furnishes  a  clue 
to  the  whole  mystery. 
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